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Lent 2024: Through the Desert God Leads us to Freedom  
By Father Kyle, S.J. Pastor 

Pope Francis declared that our Lenten theme 
for 2024 will be, “Through the desert God 
leads us to freedom.” The concept of freedom 
is central to Igna an spirituality. In the Spiritu-
al Exercises, Saint Igna us Loyola invites us to 
reflect on what keeps us unfree, what we are 
overly a ached to, what limits our ability to 
respond wholeheartedly to God’s love and 

grace. In his Lenten message, the Holy Father explains how, 
“God’s people can cling to an oppressive bondage that it is 
called to leave behind. We realize how true this is at those 
moments when we feel hopeless, wandering through life like 
a desert and lacking a promised land as our des na on.” 
 
Thankfully, Lent offers us a new opportunity each year to 
leave behind all that separates us from God’s mercy and love, 
to leave behind all that distances us from God. Pope Francis 
notes how our Lenten prac ces of, “prayer, almsgiving and 
fas ng are not three unrelated acts, but a single movement of 
openness and self-emptying, in which we cast out the idols 
that weigh us down, the a achments that imprison us. Then 
the atrophied and isolated heart will revive.” God calls us to 
be free and God wants to help free us, so God gives us the 
tools that will lead us through the desert where we find our-
selves to live in freedom through these Lenten prac ces. 
 
The Pope advises us that this journey to freedom will be a 
struggle since, “there remains in us an inexplicable longing for 
slavery. A kind of a rac on to the security of familiar things, 

to the detriment of our freedom.” So, he says that we must 
honestly ask ourselves, “Do I want a new world? Am I ready 
to leave behind my commitments to the old world?” In the 
barrenness of the desert of our Lenten journey, we must each 
come before Our Lord in prayer with all honesty and humility, 
and make a personal decision to seek to live in freedom, to 
ask God for the grace we need to be freed from all that binds 
us to this passing world. 
 
Yet, we seek this freedom, this conversion of heart, not so 
that we might live some mys cal existence, detached from 
reality. Rather, we seek this freedom so that we might be free 
to grow in rela onship with God and free to respond to 
Christ’s invita on to help build God’s kingdom of jus ce and 
peace. Pope Francis assures us that, “To the extent that this 
Lent becomes a me of conversion, an anxious humanity will 
no ce a burst of crea vity, a flash of new hope.” As we pre-
pare to celebrate our St. Mary Student Parish centennial, let 
us pray that this “burst of crea vity,” and this, “flash of new 
hope,” may renew and reinvigorate our community this Lent. 
 
Please know of my prayers for each of you during this Lenten 
season, that we might all experience the true freedom of the 
children of God! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Fr. Kyle 
 



 

 

 INTO THE LIGHT 

Into the Light is a fellowship group, a warm welcoming com-
munity, that has been mee ng during Advent 
and Lent since the 1970's.  We have a prayer service us-
ing the Sunday's readings and then share a potluck, and 
round-the-table we each share brief reflec ons of what 
stood out in the readings.  We share our spiritual and life 
journeys towards the celebra on of Easter through prayer 
and companionship.  All are welcome. We will gath-
er in person and have a zoom op on this Lenten season.  

We will meet at 5:30PM on the following Fridays: February 
23, March 1 (zoom), March 8, March 15, and March 22.  You 
need not a end every mee ng to par cipate and enjoy this 
prayer me. 

Please contact Rainey Lamey at rlamey@umich.edu  

 

 

PRAYER AND MEDITATION RESOURCES FOR LENT  
 
FORMED - Our parish has subscribed to FORMED, a comprehensive streaming service for Catholics. Led by the Augus ne 
Ins tute and Igna an Press, and in collabora on with more than 100 content providers, the site offers something for every-
one. With movies, e-books, audio content, scripture talks, plus kid and family -friendly programming, the service can help 
everyone to learn and grow in faith.  

This Lent, FORMED offers a variety of ways to celebrate and honor the season.  

Anyone in the parish can access these resources for free by crea ng an account. Go to www.formed.org then click "sign up" 
at the top. Enter our parish zip code, 48104, submit your informa on to register, then con nue searching for something you 
might enjoy. 
Igna an Prayer - Access a variety of reflec ons and prayer ideas on several Jesuit-based sites.   

Visit Loyola Press at  www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/lent/living-lent-daily/  

Get daily scripture reflec ons at  www.jesuitprayer.org/  

www.jesuits.org/traveling-the-landscapes-of-lent-a-digital-pilgrimage-with-christ-to-the-cross/  

Other resource: from the Midwest Jesuit:   

www.jesuitsmidwest.org/lenten-resources/?bblinkid=276256376&bbemailid=52386048&bbejrid=-1368683469  

LENT EVENTS  



 

 

 

We are approaching an important milestone! It is the centen-
nial celebra on of our parish in December 2024, and while 
this celebra on is a reflec on of our past, it's even more a 
vision for our future, showcasing the con nuous faith within 
our community! We're invi ng all of you to join us on :                                     
Thursday, February 22 from 6 to 7:30 PM here at the 
parish to share your ideas and talents! Whether you're skilled 
in hospitality, history, fundraising, social media, marke ng, or 
any other field, your contribu on will be welcomed.  

Please take a moment and fill out our survey of interest if 
you are at all interested here:  

h ps://t.ly/vK6Ie  

Thank you!  

MARCH  MADNESS  

March Match Madness is right around the corner. Our 
challenge is to raise $150,000 in the 31 days of March 
to support Campus Ministry. The Jesuit Community 
and other anonymous donors have pledged to match 
every $2 donated to our Annual Fund for Campus Min-
istry in the month of March with $1 to help us meet 
our goal.   

We are seeking generous donors who would like to 
support our students in their faith journey through our 
Campus Ministry at St. Mary. If you are interested in 
stepping up to this challenge,  please reach out to 
Cathy Welch, Business Manager, 
cwelch@smspnewman.org,  or Fr. Kyle Shinseki, SJ 
kshinseki@smspnewman.org  



 

 

THURSDAYS AT 5:10 PM 
All undergrads are invited to join us for mass followed by dinner 
and a short talk!  This student-led space each week encourages 
community and fellowship through sharing a meal together.  We 
will have a variety of speakers share brief talks connected to 
faith.  All are welcome to come any me throughout the semes-
ter!   

Contact Michael Regan mregan@smspnewman.org  

GRAD/YP SPIRITUAL DIRECTIONS 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19 @ 6:30 PM 
All Grad Students and Young Professionals are welcome to 
join us for our February Spiritual Direc ons event.  

For more informa on, please contact the Grad/YP Lead 
Team (smsp.grads.lead@umich.edu)   

MIDDLE EASTERN STUDENTS’ BIBLE 
STUDY 
MONDAYS @ 7:00 PM 
Join us for a  Bible Study for Undergraduate Students  of 
Middle Eastern Background. 

Contact Bailey Burke bburke@smspnewman.org 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  
“One cannot know the Lord without this habit of adoring, of 
adoring in silence. I believe, if I am not mistaken, this prayer 
of adora on is the prayer least known by us, it is the one 
we do the least”, as if it were a “waste of me before the 
Lord, before the mystery of Jesus Christ”.  

Instead, we should rediscover “the silence of Adora on: he 
is the Lord and I adore him."-Pope Francis 

We have Eucharis c Adora on on Monday (10-11 am), 
Tuesday (4-5 pm), Wednesday 5:45-9 pm (Rosary for Life 
from 6:00-6:20 pm, Praise & Worship from 8:00-9:00 
pm), and Thursday (3:30-4:30 pm) Here is the link for our 
Wednesday night adora on signup:  t.ly/bCXbA  

Thank you for suppor ng this ministry!  

 



 

 

MEETINGS & EVENTS: FEBRUARY 18– FEBRUARY 25 
 

SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 18 
12:45 PM ESL– English as a Second Language  — Loyola Room 
1:00 PM Spanish Reconciliation— Spiritual Direction Room  
3:00 PM ESL– English as a Second Language — Rectory DR + Lounge 
3:00 PM Be Bold — Whitman Room 
3:00 PM H/L Sacramental Prep — Loyola Room, Newman Hall  & Room, Richard 
 Room 
4:00 PM Reconciliation — Spiritual Direction Room  
7:00 PM Reconciliation — Spiritual Direction Room 
 
MONDAY,  FEBRUARY 19 
10:00 AM Adoration — Church  
5:45 PM Rosary for Peace (Post-Mass) — Church  
6:30 PM Grad/YP Snacks and Spiritual Direction — Newman Hall  
6:30 PM Praise & Worship — Church 
7:00 PM ASB Send Off — Donnelly Hall  
7:00 PM Born For Joy — Whitman Room 
7:00 PM Middle Eastern Students’ Bible Study — Richard Room 
7:00 PM Disciples of St. Elizabeth of Hungary: Undergrad Nurses Group —  
 Monteith Room 
7:30 PM CSE Meeting — Loyola Room 
 
TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY 20 
4:00 PM Adoration — Church  
5:45 PM Upperclassman Women’s Bible Study Group — Loyola Room 
6:30 PM SCC Grad/YP — Whitman Room 
7:00 PM Women’s Connect — Rectory Dining Room, Rectory Lounge 
7:00 PM Men’s Connect — Newman Hall 
7:00 PM LGBT Outreach Ministry —  Loyola Room  
7:00 PM Triduum Choir Rehearsals — Church 
 
WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY 21 
5:45 PM Reconciliation — Donnelly Hall, Monteith Room 
5:45 PM Adoration — Church 
6:00 PM Pro Life Rosary — Church 
7:00 PM Hispanic Small Group — Rectory Dining Room, Rectory Lounge 
7:00 PM Ignatian Prayer  SCC    — Newman Hall 
7:00 PM Parish Council — Loyola Room 
7:00 PM RCIA — Donnelly Hall 
 
THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY 22 
3:30 PM Adoration — Church  
5:45 PM Ig.Nite — Newman Hall 
6:00 PM Centennial Celebration Meeting — Loyola Room 
7:00 PM Just Faith SCC-—  Newman Room  
7:30 PM Triduum Orchestra — Donnelly Hall 
7:30 PM SCC Grad/YP-— Rectory Dining Room, Rectory Lounge 
 
FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY 23 
8:00 AM Santo Rosario — Zoom 
9:00 AM Blood Drive — Newman Hall 
2:30 PM Upperclassman Women’s Bible Study Group — Loyola Room 
5:00 PM Into the Light — Rectory Dining Room, Rectory Lounge 
6:30 PM Friday Formation Night — Donnelly Hall 
7:00 PM Social Event — Loyola Room, Newman Lounge 
 
SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 24 
 
SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 25 
12:45 PM ESL– English as a Second Language — Loyola Room 
1:00 PM Spanish Reconciliation— Spiritual Direction Room  
3:00 PM Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition and Talk — Donnelly Hall 
4:00 PM Reconciliation — Spiritual Direction Room  
7:00 PM Reconciliation — Spiritual Direction Room 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: FEBRUARY 17 – FEBRUARY 25 
 
SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 17 
 
5:00 PM Mass for    People of the Parish 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18  
                    
8:30 AM Mass for + Chester Pyzik (100th Birthday) 
10:00 AM Mass for Staff of the Parish 
12:00 PM Mass for    George Haggerty 
2:00 PM Mass for Lucia Castillo & Katherine Aguilar 
5:00 PM Mass for + Imelda Yap  
8:00 PM Mass for 
 
MONDAY,  FEBRUARY 19 
 
5:10 PM Mass for   + Elizabeth Pena  
 
TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY 20                  

5:10 PM Mass for + Leo Pydyn 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21  

5:10 PM Mass for  

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY 22                                                      
5:10 PM Mass for  Xavier Moore 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY 23                    

12:10 PM Mass for   

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 24                    

5:00 PM Mass for  Rev. William O’ Halloram S.J. 

 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25  
                    
8:30 AM Mass for + Michael Dixon 
10:00 AM Mass for + John Banks 
12:00 PM Mass for    People of the Parish 
2:00 PM Mass for  
5:00 PM Mass for  
  



 

 

WINTER SCHEDULE  

OFFICE HOURS   
Sunday 8:00 AM - 10:00 PM   

Monday-Thursday 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM  

Friday  10:00 AM - 7:00 PM  

Saturday 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM  

MASS TIMES 
SATURDAY VIGIL 

5:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY MASSES   
 

8:30 AM 
 

10:00 AM  
 

Watch live or any me a er the mass  
h ps://www.michigancatholics.org/category/live-mass/ 

 

Noon 

2:00 PM (Spanish) 
Watch live or any me a er the mass  

h ps://www.michigancatholics.org/category/misa-en-linea/  
 

5:00 PM 

8:00 PM 

DAILY MASSES   
Monday-Thursday 5:10 PM  

Friday 12:10 PM    
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Sunday 4:00-4:30 PM & 7:00-7:30 PM  

Wednesday 5:45 PM - 6:30 PM 
or by appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Monday 10:00-11:00 AM  

Tuesday  4:00-5:00 PM 

Wednesday 5:45 PM - 9:00 PM 

Thursday 3:45-4:45 PM  

Sunday February 25 : closes at  8 pm – No 8 pm Mass  

Monday Feb.26 & Tuesday Feb. 27: closes at 9 pm 

Wednesday Feb.28 : closes at 7 pm  

Thursday February 29 : closes at 6 pm 

Friday March 1 : closes at 1 pm 



 

 

JESUIT FRIENDS AND ALUMNI OF DETROIT invite you to enjoy 
a luncheon presenta on on Thursday, March 7th, featuring 
Fr. Patrick Kelly, SJ, author, and University of Detroit Mercy 
professor. Come and connect with friends in the Detroit Jesu-
it family and enjoy a great lunch at University of Detroit Mer-
cy. As Detroiters, we know the gi  of sport with our own 
Detroit Lions! Fr. Kelly will show how sports can be enjoyable 
and done for their own sake and also lead to our growth as 
whole persons. 

Father Patrick Kelly, SJ, has lectured na onally and interna-
onally on the human, cultural and spiritual significance of 

sport.  His influence in this area extends from the halls of the 
Va can to ace Detroit Tigers pitcher Tarik Skubal, who credits 
his “Sports and Spirituality” class as a forma ve influence. 

Register soon! – or find more informa on – at 
www.jfanusa.org/detroit 

 

Join Igna an Spirituality Project and Manresa Jesuit Re-
treat House on Thursday, March 21st from 7-8pm at 
Manresa Retreat House to learn more about ISP's minis-
try in the Detroit area! ISP offers hope and healing expe-
riences through overnight retreats, spiritual reflec ons 
and one-on-one companionship to people in recovery 
from homelessness and addic on.  

We are par cularly looking for volunteers to help grow 
our men's ministry, but all are welcome to come and 
learn more!   

For more informa on or to RSVP please con-
tact Allison Loecke at aloecke@ispretreats.org  



 

 

Sign up with KROGER to donate a % of your purchases: 

1. Visit kroger.com/communityrewards 

2. Create a digital account 

3. Link your card to "St. Mary Student Parish" #JF263  

Note:  If you don't have a Kroger Rewards card, they are 
available at the customer service desk at any Kroger. 

We use ParishSo  giving for our online giving pla orm.  Using 
this pla orm you can make one- me dona ons or set up recur-
ring dona ons.  

Please click HERE to use the pla orm.  Or copy and paste:  
h ps://giving.parishso .com/app/giving/smsp 

If you have any ques ons please contact Kristen Gowman 

 

These can be sent in our offertory envelopes or in another en-
velope with a note for alloca on, such as offertory, Sunday 
mass, etc.  

These can be sent to our mailing address: 
St. Mary Student Parish, 331 Thompson Street, Ann Arbor, MI 
48104 

If you have misplaced items while at 
church, we may have them wai ng for you 
in the parish office! Please stop by the 
office to check the Lost & Found box.  
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Guillermo Foncerrada, Dianna Na , Pedro Osorio Soriano, Maria 
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THIS BULLETIN IS FURNISHED TO THE PARISH WITHOUT CHARGE.  
The adver sements that appear completely defray all publishing costs with which the church would 
otherwise be burdened. Please patronize these sponsors as a thank you for their kind generosity.  

PLEASE THANK 
OUR SPONSORS! 

  

FERUARY 25 – Second Sunday of Lent 

Reading I   Gn     22: 1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 

Psalm    Ps     116: 10, 15-19 

Reading II  Rom    8: 31b-34 

Gospel    Mk    9: 2-10 

 

Abraham offers the ul mate sacrifice of thanksgiving, the 
gi  of his very son. This sacrifice prefigures the sacrifice of 
Jesus who died for us all. In his transfigura on, Jesus 
discloses a suffering messiahship.  

FERUARY 18 – First Sunday of Lent 

Reading I   Gn     9:8-15 

Psalm    Ps     25: 4-9 

Reading II  1 Pt    3:18-22 

Gospel    Mk    1:12-15 

 

Mindful of his covenant, the Lord promises never to 
destroy crea on again by floodwaters. The waters of 
bap sm bring salva on and forgiveness through the death 
of Christ. A er fas ng forty days and being put to the test, 
Jesus begins his public ministry. 


